As you enter the sanctuary, please wash the hands of another person to symbolize the humbling of ourselves in service to one another.  Jesus said, ‘For I have set you an example,  that you should do as I have done to you.’  (John 13:15)

Call to Worship


One:
God is my light and my salvation: whom shall I fear?


All:
God is the strength of my life:  whom shall I dread?


One:
I am seeking your presence, O God.


All:
Do not abandon me to my foes.  



There are people who hate me; 



there are things that control me; 



there are places that frighten me.


One:
Trust in God.  Stand fast and have courage.


All:
Help us this night not to fall away.  

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, 
and give us the courage to withstand.
Hymn - #307 Hymnal (Will You Let Me Be Your Servant)
A Service of Light-- based on the traditional Vespers service in which we recognize Christ our Light.
Welcome and Invocation
Hymn - #76 Hymnal  (Praise I Will Praise You, Lord)
Prayer at the Lighting of the Candles
One:
O Gracious Light, Pure brightness of the eternal Creator in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and Blessed!

All:
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 


and our eyes behold your vesper light, 


we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity.

One:
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 


O Christ of God, 


O Giver of Life, 


and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Lighting of the Table Candles

Hymn – SS#3  (Come, Light of the World)
Prayer of Confession and Assurance
A Service of Holy Communion in which we are invited to participate as one of “The Twelve” at the Last Supper.

Scripture Reading   John 13:34-35

Remembering The Last Supper

Hymn              Just As I Am

A Service of Shadows--Tenebrae--in which we meditate on the Passion of Christ and experience in dramatic form the extinguishing of the Light.

Readings

Shadow of Betrayal



  Matthew 26: 20-22, 25

Shadow of Desertion



Matthew 26: 31a, 33-35

Hymn – SJ #101  (Our Darkness)



Readings

Agony of the Soul




Luke 22: 39-44

Unshared Vigil





Mark 14: 32-41

Musical Interlude 

Readings

Father/Mother, the Hour Has Come


John 17: 1-4, 6

That They May Be All One



John 17: 15-18

Musical Interlude 

Readings

Arrest in the Garden




     John 18: 1-5

Shadow of the Cross




Mark 15: 16-20

The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn - #257  Hymnal, vs 1 (Were You There?)




The Promise





John 14: 15-17

There is no Benediction because the events of this night do not conclude until Easter morning resurrection.  Keep the faith in vigil through Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  Please depart in silence.



