Prelude 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
HWB #189 To us a Child of hope is born 
HWB #191 O little town of Bethlehem 
Call to Worship 
Please join me in reading the call to worship, as we follow the testimony of the prophets through the ages. I will read the Leader, and you can respond where it says people.
Leader: The Prophet Isaiah said:
            The people who walked in darkness
            Have seen a great light;
            Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
            On them light has shined.

People: O Come, O Come Emmanuel!

Leader: The Priest Zechariah said before John’s birth:
            By the tender mercy of our God,
            The dawn from on high will break upon us,
            To give light to those who sit in darkness,
            To guide our feet into the way of peace.

 People: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

 Leader: The Evangelist John said:
            What has come into being in him was life
            And the life is the light of all people.
            The light shines in the darkness,
            And the darkness did not overcome it.

 People: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

 Leader: God is with us
            God is coming into our lives in a new way
            The birth of the Christ-child is the renewal of hope
            A reminder that Christ will come again
            Keep watch for the light; it is drawing near.

 ALL: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
— written by Rev. Abi, on her Rev-o-lution website
 
HWB #197 Angels we have heard on high 
HWB #201 Hark! The herald angels sing 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
 
HWB #194 Away in a manger 

Children’s Time (Optional)
If someone has a manger set up front and is willing to tell the story to children with figurines and invite them to wonder afterward in the mode of godly play, it can be very meaningful
HWB #206 Infant holy, Infant lowly 
Instruction
This brings us to the final portion of our worship service, which we will conclude with the candle lighting ceremony. In this ceremony, we will all be gathered in the sanctuary in a circle, singing the song, “Silent Night,” with our candles in hand. I will light the first candle, which represents Christ, the light of our world, and will use that candle to the light the candles of the two people next to me. They in turn will light the candles of the people next to them, who will light the candles of those next to them, until everyone in the circle has had a chance to light their candle. When the song is over, you may blow out your candle and place it in the box on your way out of the sanctuary. At this time, I invite you to stand as you are able and form a circle around the pews, and when we are gathered, I will read the sending words.  
Sending Words: STS #128  
Lord Jesus Christ,
Sun of righteousness
shine on those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death,
for you are the morning star of the universe,
the light and life of the world,
and we proclaim your glory,
now and for ever. AMEN.
Candle Lighting:  HWB #193 Silent night, holy night
Suggestion: Light the first candle after “All is bright”

Benediction: Christ is with us. Go in peace.
