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WORSHIP 

Our relationship with God 
 
Last Sunday, June 24: 
In light of the terrible "zero tolerance policy" 
that was instituted (and then partially revoked) 
by our government in the past weeks, Pastor 
Brian reflected on the question of how 
Christians ought to respond to the law of the 
land, especially when it is unjust. Drawing 
from Daniel 6, we saw that the law is 
something that Christians are called to honor, 
but that God's law supersedes human law and 
sometimes requires us to defy it.  
 
This Sunday, July 1: 
Sabrina will preach on The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next Sunday, July 8: 
Brian will deliver the message about the 
spiritual discipline of prayer. 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE 
Relationships at Shalom 

 
Calendar 

Sun. 9:30am Worship 
     11:00 am Sunday School  
 
June 28: Thriving Thursday 
July 1: No Sunday School; No potluck 
July 3: Family Promise at First Mennonite 
Church 
July 5: 10:00am Worship Commission meeting 
at Showalter’s  
July 5: 6:30pm Meal/Bible Study 
July 12: Thriving Thursday 
July 14: 8:30am Eastside Creation Care 
Meeting 
July 18: (WEDNESDAY) 6:30pm Meal/Bible 
Study  
July 19: Thriving Thursday 
 

July 26: Thriving Thursday 
July 29: 5th Sunday Hymn Sing (ready for 
HWB #378) 
August 5: Potluck (nothing in the oven) 
 
 
Bither Family Moving: 
The Bithers are moving to 5415 N Kenyon 
Drive, 46226! Please see the volunteer sign 
up sheets in foyer the next 2 Sundays. We'll 
need packers (6) on Monday July16. (Tuesday 
July 17, professional movers will take care of 
large articles.) Box movers, assemblers of 
beds and desks at the new house and clean 
up in their current house on McLeay (6) is 
needed Tuesday. Also needed: a pick up truck 
and driver to take donations to Salvation Army 
or Goodwill. There will be a food donation sign 
up for each day. Work is planned from 10-5 
each day and could be done in shifts.  
Thank you, Linda Kandel and Rose Love  
 
 
Car for Sale: 
Carl Rhine is looking to sell his 2012 Buick 
LaCrosse Convenience. It is a Hybrid with 
71,235 miles. Church members or friends will 
receive a reduced price. Please contact Carl 
at crhine@iu.edu for more information. 

 
 
 

DISCIPLING 
Growing in our relationships 

 
No Sunday School on July 1: 
There will be no Sunday School this coming 
Sunday.  
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OUTREACH 
Relationships beyond Shalom 

 
Thriving Thursday: 
Thriving Thursday welcomes the 
Neighborhood into the Shalom Church Family 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on June 28 and July 12, 19 & 
26. Let Frank know on which of these dates 
you can be present to help share the love of 
Jesus. 
 
And guess what? The Neighborhood is joining 
us for: A Bench for Caps. ABC is our summer 
program to get a new bench for the 
playground that we share with our 
neighborhood. Marilynn Teel has the details! 
 
Giving Corner: 
We are doing School Kits for June and July. 
Florence is sewing the bags and we will fill the 
bags together on July 22. Feel free to 
contribute quantities of individual items or 
whole kits. Please note the content additions 
from previous years. 

• 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks 
(8.5 in x 10.5 in and 70 sheets) 

• 8 new unsharpened pencils 

• 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 
30 cm; inch markings optional) 

• 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

• 1 large eraser 

• 2 new black or blue ballpoint pens 

• 1 small metal pencil sharpener (one or 
two holes) 
 

Save the date for Family Promise: 
The next Family Promise --IHN is scheduled 
for the week of July 1 - 7.  Shalom will 
participate by hosting on Tuesday, July 3rd.  
Please sign up to help if you are able to do so. 
Thank you for helping the homeless!! 
-Solomon Abebe 
 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Congregational support systems 
 
Youth Room Plans: 
The Building Committee (formerly Building & 
Grounds), in conjunction with the 
Administrative Commission is planning to 

remodel the Youth Room area, which includes 
a bathroom and the worship supply storage 
area.  The project includes furnace, drywall, 
ceiling, lights, recondition doors, and electrical 
and telecommunication upgrades. 
 
In order to make the space most suitable for 
future needs, we want to explore long-term 
plans for the room and how much flexibility it 
needs to have. Anyone who’d like to 
participate with input should contact the 
Administration Commission 
at admin@shalommennonite.com  no later 
than July 15th. 

 A brief tour of the rooms for anyone 
interested will be offered by the Building 
Committee between Church and Sunday 
School on July 1— see Sam Bixler 
immediately after church. 

Pastor Brian on Vacation: 
Pastor Brian will be on vacation from Monday, 
June 25 to Sunday, July 1. If you have any 
pastoral concerns during that time, please 
contact Sabrina Falls 
at sabrina@shalommennonite.com. 
 
Milepost #453 – Annual Sessions: 

Every year, our Conference meets for 
three days in the middle of June for “Annual 
Sessions,” which is a time when we connect 
with our sisters and brothers throughout the 
Conference, worship God together with them, 
and make decisions that impact our 
relationships as a community of 
congregations. This year, Annual Sessions 
was held at First Mennonite Church in 
Indianapolis, and the CAMFell churches 
(Central and Southern Indiana churches) were 
responsible for planning and setting up most 
of it. The theme for the weekend was “Offering 
Ourselves to God’s Renewing,” based on 
Romans 12:1-2. That passage proclaims that 
Christians should present our bodies as a 
living offering to God, and God will in turn 
transform us by renewing our minds. 

Our Conference is in the second year 
of a new vision and structure, which is laid out 
in a document called Renewing a Vision, 
which you can find at this link. This year, we 
focused on the six spiritual practices that are 
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named in that document as the core 
commitments of the conference: (1) 
worshiping God, (2) praying, fasting, and 
giving, (3) studying the Bible with each other, 
(4) offering hospitality, (5) studying the Bible 
with neighbors and strangers, and (6) 
practicing peacemaking. The CAMFell 
planning team claimed that engaging in these 
spiritual practices is a way in which we can 
“present our bodies as a living offering to 
God,” and they created opportunities for 
Conference participants to engage in each of 
these six practices at the Conference. Some 
of the opportunities were familiar – such as 
worshiping God in worship services and 
enjoying the hospitality of a host church that 
served us all a meal. Other opportunities were 
practices that had never been a part of Annual 
Sessions before, such as an invitation to 
participate in a 24-hour fast with three prayer 
sessions during meal times, and an interfaith 
panel discussion that discussed some of our 
core values with people who do not come from 
the same faith tradition that we do. Many 
people reported that the time spent engaging 
these practices together was inspiring and 
meaningful. Thanks to all from Shalom who 
helped make it happen, including Zenebe 
Abebe, Wilma Bailey, Brian Bither, Sam 
Bixler, Robert Coleman, Frank Kandel, Martha 
Yoder Maust, Rod Maust, Jim Showalter, 
Linda Showalter, Jeanne Smucker, Becky 
Wigginton, Mike Wigginton, and Brad Yoder. 

In addition to the spiritual practices, 
several items were presented to the delegate 
body. After a difficult year of major staff cuts, 
the Conference had a budget surplus for the 
first time in a decade, but three more churches 
made a decision to leave in the past year. 
Additionally, the Conference voted to change 
the status of Amigo Centre (our camp) and 
Bethany Christian Schools (a Christian school 
that the Conference started years ago in 
Goshen, Indiana) from conference-owned 
institutions to conference-affiliated institutions. 
Finally, the Conference presented the 
possibility of relating to a sister Conference in 
Tanzania, similar to the way that the Central 
Plains Conference has maintained a sister 
relationship with the Mennonite Church in 
Ecuador. For additional Conference-related 
questions, consult with our delegates: Brian 

Bither, Frank Kandel, and Jeanne Smucker. 
- Pastor Brian Bither  
 
Do you have some thoughts to share about 
this month's spiritual discipline? The Pastoral 
Team invites you to share your thoughts as 
one of the weekly milepost entries. Please 
email Sabrina, Frank, or Brian to explore this 
further. 

 
 
Journeying Together is a weekly email newsletter 
of Shalom Mennonite Church: 6100 E 32nd St, 
46226; (317) 549-0577 shalommennonite.com 

Pastoral Team: Brian Bither, (317) 322-7320, 
brian@shalommennonite.com; Frank Kandel, (309) 
532-2859, kandel93@gmail.com; Sabrina Falls, 
(317) 902-9495, sabrinafalls@outlook.com 
Vision & Accountability Team: Brad Sommer, 
Jeanne Smucker, Wilma Bailey, Carl Rhine, Kim 
Johnson, Brian Bither 

Please submit information by Thursday, 12pm, to 
Emily Fox: office@shalommennonite.com   
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