
 

JOURNEYING TOGETHER 
A weekly email newsletter of Shalom Mennonite Church 

** To view graphics and a more colorful version, open the attached pdf file. ** 
 

NOVEMBER 12, 2025 
 

  CALENDAR  
 
Thu, December 4: Shalom Sisters Lunch @ The Bosphorus Café, 11:30 am 
Sat, December 13: Christmas Dinner; more details to come 
Sun, December 14: Congregational Budget Meeting, 12 pm 
Sun, December 28: There will be no Sunday school on Dec.28 (the Sunday between 

Christmas and New Years).  
Sun, February 9: Game Night @ Shalom 
Sat, October 3, 2026: Annual Retreat @ Jameson Camp 

 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mike Wigginton (chair), Andrew Martin, Dan Rosenberger 

Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 

 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE: relationships at Shalom 
Linda Showalter (Chair), Bethany Martin, Beverly Smith 

Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 
  

Celebrations!  (Wednesday – Wednesday) 
Thu, November 13: Carl Rhine 
Tue, November 18: Charles Harms 
 



It’s November, which means Thanksgiving Day is coming up. If you do not have  
plans for the day, you are invited to join us for a meal in the fellowship hall. 
Turkey will be provided; sign up to bring whatever is a favorite of yours for the  

holiday to share. Feel free to bring friends and family. (Football game will be available.) We will 
plan to eat at 1:00 pm. There’s a sign-up sheet on the back sanctuary window.  ~ Linda S. 
 
And, after Thanksgiving comes Christmas! Our annual Christmas Dinner will be  
Saturday, December 13. Appetizers will be available starting at 5:30 pm with dinner  
following at 6. A sign-up sheet is posted for volunteers to bring lasagna (meat and  
vegetarian), and pies for dessert. Bread and salad will be provided. Everyone is welcome! 
 

      The next Shalom Sisters Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m. on December 4th at The  
                 Bosphorus Istanbul Café, Indiana’s and Indianapolis' first and only Turkish  

      restaurant. The Bosphorus is located at 935 S East St. All women are welcome. 
 
If you are one who enjoys a beverage of some kind between our church service and the 
Sunday School hour, you can thank the few people who make up our fellowship team.   
Every week one of them comes early to get everything set up and organized so that all  
you need to do is pour and stir. If you would be willing to learn the ropes, they would be happy 
to have extra hands helping with this task. See Linda S. 
 
 

DISCIPLING: Growing in our relationships 
Cheryl Martin (chair), Wilma Bailey, Matt Bauman 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 
Children's Education  
Urgent needs:  

• Starting Sunday, December 7, there is no teacher for the 2nd-5th grade class. Please talk 
with Laura and Frank to find out more about teaching our wonderful, beloved kiddos. We 
have Advent and Winter Quarter materials available. 

• Lead teacher or 2 co-teachers for the Elementary class (grades 2-5). The next quarter 
starts December 7 

• Co-teacher needed for 2s-3s class to share dates with Abri in 2026 
 
Hall Monitor: 
November 16: Linda S 
November 23: 
November 30: 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes: 
1. Bible Study meets in the back of the sanctuary, with Zoom. Facilitated by Wilma Bailey 
2. Healthy Spiritual and Mental Health Practices meets in the fellowship hall. Led by Herb 

Troyer. 
 
November 16:  

• Antiracism Sunday led by Martha Yoder Maust and Barbara Abebe  
November 23:  
1. Lesson #13 - 1 Corinthians 15:1-34, p 74.   
2. Ultimate Freedom: Acting out of Love, pp 131 – 137 pp 60-61 
November 30: (Thanksgiving Weekend)  
1. Lesson #14 - 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-58, p 80.  
2. Wrap up. 
 



 

OUTREACH: Relationships beyond Shalom 
 (chair), Becky Wigginton 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 
See the attached November letter from Peter and Delicia. 
 

 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS DISCERNMENT TEAM 

Jim Showalter (Chair), Angie Buller 
VAT Representative: Andrew Martin; Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 

 

 

VISION AND ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM (VAT) 
Nizeet Deiter (Chair), Andrew Martin (Vice-Ch) Sam Bixler, Charity Bauman, Abri Hochstetler 

Pastoral Representatives: Brian Bither, Craig Oury 

 

 

WORSHIP: Our relationship with God 
Melissa Walsh Martin (chair), Justin Hochstetler, Jeanne Smucker 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 

Last Sunday (11/9) Last Sunday, Brian delivered his final sermon, "The Lord Is Not Slow,"  
from 2 Peter 3:3-9. 

This Sunday (11/16) Eric Kurtz executive director of MCC Great Lakes, will bring the 
message, "Come and See: Following Jesus with Curiosity" from John 1:35-51. 
Next Sunday (11/23) Sabrina will bring the message. 
 
This week’s Prayer List: 
Church: Good News Community Chapel, Pinckney, MI. Contact Person: Jan Esch 
We praise God for a new prayer group meeting during the week. Their first Saturday evening 
worship service took place in the middle of the town's Halloween trick-or-treat event. Pray that 
the people passing by noticed the lights of the church and will be drawn to the Lord through 
this ministry. 
Organization: Arlington Woods Neighborhood Association is the community organization that 
represents the region of Indianapolis that is bounded by 38th street to the north, 21st street to 
the south, Shadeland to the east, and Sherman to the west - which includes Shalom. Let us 
pray for them as they seek to beautify the area, bring neighbors together, bring awareness 
through advocacy, and build/continue legacies through neighborhood stories.  (Contacts: 
Zenebe and Becky) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   
Pastor Craig will be at the IMMC pastor retreat at Amigo Center from Monday  
afternoon to Wednesday afternoon.   
 

Shalom Book Club: A few people have expressed interest in a Shalom Book  
Club where we can read books about theology, biblical studies, or other topics of  
relevance to the church. In the initial blurb for it, a fairly regular meeting schedule  
was proposed. If you would be interested in joining a book reading group but  

would prefer to meet only once a month, please reach out to Andrew Martin to gauge if there is 
more interest. 
 
 



Dear Shalom Family, 
Our Abuela, Daisy, would like to thank you for all your prayers during her  

journey to obtain her U.S. citizenship. Many of you prayed for her, especially  
when she had to return to Maryland while she was visiting us and was feeling  
scared. 

Well, brothers and sisters, she did it! She passed the citizenship test and  
she is officially a United States citizen. Here is a picture of our tía, Fresia, and our  
Abuela, Daisy, after the ceremony. 

She also wants to thank you for all the work you do for our brothers and  
sisters who are detained because of their migratory status, and she asks that we  
continue to pray for them and love them.  
Gracias por todas sus oraciones. 
Con amor, 
Abigail and Nathan Deiter 
Chris and Nizeet Deiter  
 
Jim Martin's 80th Birthday Party: Saturday, December 6, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM  
RSVP at https://www.evite.com/event/01E5IVZJAYVVHMVKUEPQWULXOTKORA/ 
Help us celebrate Jim Martin's milestone birthday! Join us for cake and ice cream, a  
light supper and lots of laughs together as we honor the man we all love and know  
as Jim, Mr. Martin, Dad, Grandpa, Brother, Uncle Jimmy...and maybe a few more!* 
The party is come-and-go, and children are welcome. 
Can't come in person? Join us by Zoom at: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88482376422?pwd=PooTplaYSrcXZbYeffnApPffrmhSc1.1 
Meeting ID: 884 8237 6422, Passcode: 045635 
*No gifts, please. 
 

Please join us – November 16, 2025  
The Sacred Cycle: Faith, Consumption, and our Ecological Future 
Join faith communities and experts in a panel discussion and a “Why We Care” fair exploring 
how faith can inspire ecological action and value-based economic choices. Hear stories from 
faith groups and connect with organizations advancing circularity to explore their 
interconnectivity. This event is part of the Spirit & Place Festival (Nov 6-16), and is a 
partnership with Circular Indiana, Mundell & Associates, and International School of Indiana. 
Learn more at spiritandplace.org. By registering for this event, you agree your email address 
can be shared with Spirit & Place. 
Speakers: 
• Pam Francis, Circular Indiana Board President 
• John Mundell, Mundell & associates and Former International Director of the Vatican’s 

Laudato Si’ Action Platform 
• Ken Miller, Circular Indiana Board Member 
Panel Dialogue: faith values, creation care and economy 
Moderated by Sarah Mundell Spencer, Mundell & Associates 
• Paul Ainslie, President at Society of St. Vincent de Paul-Indy 
• George Kelley, Education Director of Congregation Beth-el Zedeck 
• Dr. Katy Lines, Co-Pastor Englewood Christian Church 
• Imam Mikal Saahir, Resident Imam, Nur Allah Masjid 
• KP Singh, The Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis 
 
Mennonite Action: The Anniversary Call: Thursday, November 20 at 8pm EST / 5pm PST 
Two years ago, congregations across the U.S. and Canada rallied together to respond to the 
escalated violence against Palestinians. We were fueled by the Anabaptist calling to 
courageously, proactively seek peace. All these months later, our community is stronger than 
ever, unified in the face of injustices like genocide, violence, and deportation. Please join us on 
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our anniversary call to stay engaged in this movement: reflecting on the work of the past 12 
months and staying fervent in our commitment to the work to come. We will hold our 
anniversary call virtually on November 20th, 2025, at 8pm ET / 5pm PT. All are encouraged to 
attend. To sign up, visit mennoniteaction.org/call ~ Sabrina 
  
 On December 11 Mennonite Action is providing a training event in Indianapolis at First  

Mennonite Church from 5:45-8:45. More information will be coming soon. The planners  
of this training session are looking for some volunteers. We are looking for people who 
would be willing to: 

* Provide housing and breakfast for the trainer who is coming in from out of town on Thursday,  
December 11 (and possibly on December 10 as well). 

* 1 volunteer to greet and welcome those who arrive 

* 2 volunteers to provide childcare during the training if needed 

* 1 song leader 
* 1 volunteer photographer to document the training and take a group photo at the end  
If you are able to help in any of these ways, please let Pastor Craig know. Thank you! 
 

 
PERSON OF COLOR BIO 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
 

In the United States, there are 574 federally recognized Native American tribes, plus an 
estimated 400 more that are unrecognized, that speak nearly 200 different indigenous 
languages, making for an incredible diversity in culture and way of life.  
 

Chief Standing Bear  
                           (c. 1829–1908) 

 
In 1877, the Ponca tribe was forcibly moved from its  
homeland in northeast Nebraska, walking 600 miles in  
more than 50 days. Nine tribal members died during  
the move. After their relocation to a reservation in  
Oklahoma, then known as Indian Territory, Chief  
Standing Bear’s son died. Before this, he asked his  
father to bury him in their homeland. Standing Bear  
and a few others left the reservation without permission 
to begin the trek north. They were eventually captured  
and sent to Fort Omaha in Nebraska. It was here that Chief Standing Bear would make history. 
 

Befriending Standing Bear, a local journalist engaged an attorney, and they sued the  
federal government, claiming that Standing Bear had the right to travel to his homeland.  
General George Crook, the fort’s commander and a defendant, testified on behalf of  
Standing Bear.  

 
During the trial, Standing Bear testified that, while his skin tone was different, if he pricked his 
hand, his blood would be red, the same as the White people sitting in judgment. In a landmark 
decision, Chief Standing Bear won the first civil rights lawsuit in Native American history, when 
the trial judge ruled that Native Americans were “persons” under the law. It was the first time in 
American history that someone officially recognized Native Americans as human. Standing 
Bear and his group were freed.  
 
Chief Standing Bear is believed to be buried in an unmarked grave near the Niobrara River in 
his homeland. The chief is honored with statues in Statuary Hall in the United States 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47414
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-12-348.pdf


Congress, along Centennial Mall in Lincoln, Nebraska, and at the Ponca tribal grounds near 
Niobrara. 

 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have something to give away? Need something? Skills needed or to share? Tools needed or to share? 

 
 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION  
 
“SHARING OUR LIVES” weekly power point: We invite photo submissions of events / 
hobbies / interests in your lives. Send pictures to Linda Showalter at 
lindashowalter52@gmail.com by noon on Saturday. It will run before and after the service. 
 
BULLETIN INFORMATION:  
- Send announcements to Linda Showalter at lindashowalter52@gmail.com by Friday, 10 

am. 
- Bulletins are now attached with the Zoom link for those who are worshiping on Zoom.  A 

link will continue to be sent out each week. If you have a prayer request or announcement 

BULLETIN BOARD 
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you would like to share, type your request live into the chat feature on zoom and 
someone on the tech team will read it to the congregation at church. 

  
JOURNEYING TOGETHER is compiled by Linda Showalter each week. Send information to 
office@shalommennonite.com by 5 pm on Wednesday.    
 
SAM BIXLER manages our church directory, email address list, and telephone numbers. You 
can email changes or additions to the office at office@shalommennonite.com or 
bixlersc@gmail.com. 
 
CRAIG OURY is managing our Zoom calendar, church calendar, and uploads minutes on the 
church website.  If you need to schedule a meeting using the church zoom account or have 
minutes to upload, you can email the office at office@shalommennonite.com or 
craig@shalommennonite.com. 
 
BUILDING USEAGE: If you want to use the building for a meeting or event, please check the 
online calendar first to be sure it's open, then email Craig at office@shalommennonite.com so 
he can add your item to the calendar. It's helpful to include the contact person and which parts 
of the building you expect to use. 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: In addition to our podcast, Shalom has a Youtube Channel.  This is an 
easy way to share the good news with church members past and present, visitors and 
newcomers, and even outsiders.  Check it out at youtube.com/@shalommennonite55.  
 
VIDEO RECORDINGS (MP4) of our Zoom worship services are available online. A link to the 
worship service recordings is on the Member’s page of our website. 
 

Journeying Together is a weekly email newsletter of Shalom Mennonite Church:  
6100 E 32nd St, 46226; (317) 549-0577 shalommennonite.com 

Pastors: Brian Bither, (317) 332-7320; Craig Oury, (301) 302-3181 
Vision & Accountability Team: Chair Nizeet Agular Deiter, Vice-Chair Andrew Martin 

Congregational Reps: Charity Bauman, Sam Bixler, Abri Hochstetler 
Pastoral Rep: Craig Oury 
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