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OCTOBER 29, 2025 
 

  CALENDAR  
 
Sun, November 2: Daylight Saving Time ends  
Thu, November 6: Shalom Sisters Lunch, 11:30 am. (see CLC) 
Sun, November 9: Fellowship Meal after Sunday School (see Announcement) 
Sat, November 15: Shalom will be hosting “A Nature Walk Down a Peace Path”  

as part of The Spirit & Place Festival.  (See Announcements) 
Sun, December 14: Congregational Budget Meeting, 12 pm 
Sat, October 3, 2026: Annual Retreat @ Jameson Camp 

*BRO: Brian’s Roving Office, 9am - 3pm        
 
 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mike Wigginton (chair), Andrew Martin, Dan Rosenberger 

Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 

 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE: relationships at Shalom 
Linda Showalter (Chair), Bethany Martin, Beverly Smith 

Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 
  

Celebrations!  (Wednesday – Wednesday) 
Fri, October 31: Bethany Martin 
Sat, November 1: Brad Yoder 



Mon, November 3: Delicia Bravo Wigginton 
If you are one who enjoys a cup of coffee, tea, hot chocolate or glass of lemonade between 
our church service and the Sunday School hour, you can thank the few people who make  
up our fellowship team.  Every week one of them comes early to get everything set up and 
organized so that all you need to do is pour and stir. If you would be willing to learn the ropes, 
they would be happy to have extra hands helping with this task. See Linda S. 
 
Next Shalom Sisters Lunch will be at Machu Picchu Peruvian Restaurant located at  
5356 W. 38th Street on November 6 at 11:30 am. All women are welcome. 
 
 
 

DISCIPLING: Growing in our relationships 
Cheryl Martin (chair), Wilma Bailey, Matt Bauman 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 
New Book in the library: “A world we might have built; Poems for Ceasefire”, by J. E. Misz 
“When violence and warfare erupt half a world away, it can be easy to let the news of suffering 
fade into the backdrop. What happens when we allow ourselves to continue to wrestle with the 
pain and sit in the grief?” 
 
There are several new children’s books in our library that help explain  
The Day of the Dead, or Dia de los Muertos, a Hispanic holiday that  
remembers loved ones who have passed away. Any child who reads  
one of those books can select a decorated Calavera – a decorated skull  
made out of sugar! See Linda S  
 
Children's Education  
Looking ahead: New teachers will be needed soon. 

• Lead teacher or 2 co-teachers for the Elementary class (grades 2-5). The next quarter 
starts in December.  

• Co-teacher needed for 2s-3s class to share dates with Abri in 2026. 
 
Adult Sunday School Classes: 
1. Bible Study meets in the back of the sanctuary, with Zoom. Facilitated by Wilma Bailey 
2. Healthy Spiritual and Mental Health Practices meets in the fellowship hall. Led by Herb 

Troyer. 
 
November 2:  
1. Lesson #11 - 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, p 62.  
2. What If: In Christ we put on the New, pp 119 – 123 pp 56-57 
November 9:  
1. Lesson #12 - 1 Corinthians 12-14, p 68.  
2. Reality Check: Allowing ourselves to Fail, pp 125 – 129 pp 58 – 59 
November 16:  

• Antiracism Sunday led by Martha Yoder Maust and Barbara Abebe 
November 23:  
1. Lesson #13 - 1 Corinthians 15:1-34, p 74.   
2. Ultimate Freedom: Acting out of Love, pp 131 – 137 pp 60-61 
November 30: (Thanksgiving Weekend)  
1. Lesson #14 - 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-58, p 80.  
2. Wrap up. 
 
 



OUTREACH: Relationships beyond Shalom 
 (chair), Becky Wigginton 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 
 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS DISCERNMENT TEAM 
Jim Showalter (Chair), Angie Buller 

VAT Representative: Andrew Martin; Pastoral Representative: Craig Oury 
 

Please continue to pray for the discernment process for the chair and member of the Outreach 
Commission. 
 

 

VISION AND ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM (VAT) 
Nizeet Deiter (Chair), Andrew Martin (Vice-Ch) Sam Bixler, Charity Bauman, Abri Hochstetler 

Pastoral Representatives: Brian Bither, Craig Oury 

 

 

WORSHIP: Our relationship with God 
Melissa Walsh Martin (chair), Justin Hochstetler, Jeanne Smucker 

Pastoral Representative: Brian Bither 

 

Last Sunday (10/26) Craig preached from Luke 18:9-14. 
This Sunday (11/2) Craig will bring an All Saints Day message from Luke 6:20-31. 
Next Sunday (11/9) Craig will bring the message.  
 
This week’s Prayer List: 
• Church: Fairhaven Mennonite Church is a member of Indiana Michigan Mennonite 

Conference that is located in Fort Wayne, Indiana and is the northernmost congregation in 
our regional network of CAMFell churches. 

• Organization: Mennonite Missions Network is an MCUSA missions agency that exists to 
lead, mobilize and equip the church to participate in holistic witness to Jesus Christ in a 
broken world. They envision every congregation and all parts of the church being fully 
engaged in mission—across the street, all through the marketplaces and around the world. 
(Contact: Martha Yoder Maust) 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
On November 9th, we will be having a carry-in meal after Sunday school in honor of Pastor 
Brian Bither's twelve years of service to Shalom. It will be a time to reflect on his time with us 
and the role he has had in shaping our congregation, working with other churches, and Indiana 
AID. 
 

On December 11 Mennonite Action is providing a training event in Indianapolis at First  
Mennonite Church from 5:45-8:45. More information will be coming soon. The planners  
of this training session are looking for some volunteers. We are looking for people who 

would be willing to: 
* Provide housing and breakfast for the trainer who is coming in from out of town 
on Thursday, December 11 (and possibly on December 10 as well). 
* 1 volunteer to greet and welcome those who arrive 

* 2 volunteers to provide childcare during the training if needed 

* 1 song leader 
* 1 volunteer photographer to document the training and take a group photo at the end  



If you are able to help in any of these ways, please let Pastor Craig know. Thank you! 
 

Shalom Book Club? Do you love to read and reflect on our Christian journey  
together? We're exploring the idea of starting a Shalom Book Club where we can  
study theology, biblical studies, and other relevant disciplines together. I don't  
know about all of you, but I have a substantial "shelf of shame" of books that I 

have bought with the intention to read but just have never got around to it! I would love to have 
a group of people to read with for accountability and multiple perspectives. What we would 
read would be dependent on who would like to join and your interests, but I have a few ideas 
of things I'm interested in reading. I've never read John Barclay's Paul and the Gift (or the later, 
shorter version) or Richard Hays Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul, both highly 
regarded works. I would love to re-read some books with a group like Charles Taylor's A 
Secular Age or Eugene McCarraher's The Enchantments of Mammon both works that explore 
larger worldview questions that affect us all. Perhaps some Patristics? Rowan William's The 
Edge of Words, which considers how words can be used to describe God, has been opened 
and started at least a dozen times, but I've put it down for "when I really have time to explore 
it". I'm imagining a group that meets either weekly or every two weeks via Zoom in a seminar 
format where we rotate facilitating discussions. If anyone is interested, reach out to Andrew 
Martin and we'll go from there if there is any interest. 

 
 

 
REFLECTION 

 
Counterpoint: Why My Children Do Not Yet Take Communion 

 
Three weeks ago, Brian wrote a reflection in which he expressed the reasons why his children 
take communion. He invited responses from those of us who have have come to different 
conclusions on when we believe it is appropriate for children to take communion. So here are 
my (surprise, surprise) not brief thoughts on children and communion. 
 
Like Brian, I also do not come from an Anabaptist tradition and have experienced the Eucharist 
differently from many at Shalom. While I reject many high-church dogmas regarding the 
Eucharist, such as its role in the forgiveness of sins, I still hold the Eucharist in high esteem. 
Even though I view it primarily as a memorial, I experience the elements as somehow 
becoming more than their physical nature (and am deeply uncomfortable when I see the bread 
become a snack after service). 
 
Taking the Eucharist is a profound experience. It is a collective act where we bind ourselves 
together in common vision and purpose. I remember what Jesus did for both the kosmos and 
me. Space and time seem less absolute as I experience communion with those who came 
before us and those who will come after us. Every tribe and every nation are there. I 
experience grief for the divisions between Jesus followers. It is a reminder of my brokenness, 
the brokenness of the church, and the wholeness of Jesus. It offers a glimpse of New Creation 
when our brokenness will be repaired and true abundance will be. That is how I experience the 
Eucharist today. 
 
I affirm much of what Brian wrote, so while what follows is focused on my points of 
disagreement, we do agree the Eucharist is a ‘memorial’ and that it is primarily a ‘communal’ 
act. I am also open to the notion that baptism does not necessarily need to proceed 
communion, although in church history that has been the overwhelming opinion. Brian has 
offered two points to determine that a child is ready. He says that children should be allowed to 
partake “as soon as they are capable of articulating a desire to do so” and can listen “when 



someone explains its meaning to them”. My point of departure is the second point. Listening is 
important, but perhaps we should go a step further. Children should be able to clearly express 
what communion is, why it matters, why they want to take it, their acceptance of Jesus’s gift of 
grace, and how that acceptance is reciprocated by their commitment to follow Jesus. In many 
traditions, that is what confirmation is for. It is not enough for to listen. Children need to be able 
to explain it, even if imperfectly. 
 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism expresses the gravity of communion well: “It is required of 
them that would worthily partake of the Lord’s Supper, that they examine themselves of their 
knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their repentance, love, 
and new obedience; lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves”. This 
is a draw on 1 Corinthians 11 where Paul argues that the Eucharist must not to be taken 
lightly. 
 
My final argument is historical. The early church in Rome used the word “sacrament” to 
describe baptism, communion, and other rituals of the church. Like many words with a long 
history, sacrament has meant different things. Originally a legal word describing a form of 
earnest money, Julius Caesar in the Gallic Wars, used sacramentum to mean the oath that 
one swore to join the Roman army. Daniel G Van Slyke has concluded that after 
Caesar, sacramentum means “the verbal formula by which soldiers swore obedience to their 
general and fidelity to one another.” Pliny the Younger used the term to describe early church 
gatherings where they “pledge among themselves by a sacrament not for doing any crime, but 
that they might not commit fraud, robbery, or adultery, that they might not break faith, that they 
might not refuse to repay a deposit.” A hundred years after Pliny, Tertullian (and others) used 
the word extensively and declared that Christian sacramenta were analogous to a military oath 
(and that one could not do both). The early church’s choice of such a term suggests that 
participation in the Eucharist is serious. It is irrevocable. 
 
I agree with Brian that the disciples neither fully understood nor swore an oath to Jesus at the 
last supper in the text. I would nuance the discussion differently. Jesus’s disciples were 
presumably baptized (in the sense of ‘the baptism of John’) as they had baptized others. As 
Jews, they already understood that their allegiance is to God. I would argue that the first 
communion was primarily a ‘teaching’ moment rather than a ‘sacramental’ moment. They 
aren’t ‘remembering’ the first time, because Jesus was there. The next time his followers would 
gather to remember, it’s a very different context. More could be said about the description of 
the first event, what Paul said, and the diversity of practice in the Greek and Latin worlds in the 
early centuries of the church, but in order to save electrons, it's probably best to leave it there. 
 
By taking communion and by being baptized, we declare who our true king is. It was and is a 
public declaration of loyalty. It was counter-cultural and dangerous. I don’t want to get too 
prescriptive about sequence. After all, in Acts, the order of events between conversion, 
baptism, and the receiving of the Holy Spirit did shift around. In our individualistic world, 
questions of allegiance and loyalty are not particularly foregrounded. Early Christians 
understood what it meant to give their allegiance to Jesus rather than Caesar. Since that 
understanding is not as natural for us, it might be reasonable to delay certain rites like baptism 
until a fuller meaning can become clear. While I do prefer baptism first, I imagine I would allow 
my children to take communion before baptism provided they make a public declaration of 
some sort that indicates their desire to repent of their sins and their intention to follow Jesus. 

~ Andrew Martin 
 
 

 
PERSON OF COLOR BIO 



Filipino American History Month 
 

Francisca Tirona Benitez 
June 4, 1886 – November 7, 1974 

 
They say one teacher can change a student’s life. Francisca Tirona Benitez  
was an educator that helped change an entire nation.  
 
As the daughter of schoolteachers from Imus, Cavite, Philippines, Benitez also  
became an educator. She was also a humanitarian and civic leader who  
dreamed of establishing a school exclusively for girls. Benitez recognized the  
need to provide safer boarding houses for female students.  
In 1919, Benitez co-founded the Philippine Women’s college, which would later become the 
Philippine Women’s University (PWU). The first university for women in Asia, established by 
Asian women, Benitez becomes its president in 1920. 
 
Yet, Benitez’s contributions to Filipino women doesn’t stop there.  
 
In 1913, Benitez helped organize the Asociacion de Damas Filipinas, an orphanage and 
sanctuary for children and homeless women that promoted the importance of women in the 
country’s development. She supported war prisoners during the Japanese Occupation by 

establishing the Volunteer Social Aid Committee. Benitez became director of the  
Women’s Bureau, and further united Filipino women’s organizations in  
preparation for the disasters of war.  

https://coldteacollective.com/10-filipinas-who-made-history-p1/ 
 
 

      
      Benitez died at the age of 102  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have something to give away? Need something? Skills needed or to share? Tools needed or to share? 

 
Herb has a source for free 50-gallon rain barrels. They are blue in color.  This appears to  
be an unlimited source of barrels.  Inform your friends and anyone else. They are rinsed  
three times with alkaline water to get all the chemicals out.    Email or call Herb    
 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION  
 
“SHARING OUR LIVES” weekly power point: We invite photo submissions of events / 
hobbies / interests in your lives. Send pictures to Linda Showalter at 
lindashowalter52@gmail.com by noon on Saturday. It will run before and after the service. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

https://coldteacollective.com/10-filipinas-who-made-history-p1/
mailto:lindashowalter52@gmail.com


 
BULLETIN INFORMATION:  
- Send announcements to Linda Showalter at lindashowalter52@gmail.com by Friday, 10 

am. 
- Bulletins are now attached with the Zoom link for those who are worshiping on Zoom.  A 

link will continue to be sent out each week. If you have a prayer request or announcement 
you would like to share, type your request live into the chat feature on zoom and 
someone on the tech team will read it to the congregation at church. 

  
JOURNEYING TOGETHER is compiled by Linda Showalter each week. Send information to 
office@shalommennonite.com by 5 pm on Wednesday.    
 
SAM BIXLER manages our church directory, email address list, and telephone numbers. You 
can email changes or additions to the office at office@shalommennonite.com or 
bixlersc@gmail.com. 
 
CRAIG OURY is managing our Zoom calendar, church calendar, and uploads minutes on the 
church website.  If you need to schedule a meeting using the church zoom account or have 
minutes to upload, you can email the office at office@shalommennonite.com or 
craig@shalommennonite.com. 
 
BUILDING USEAGE: If you want to use the building for a meeting or event, please check the 
online calendar first to be sure it's open, then email Craig at office@shalommennonite.com so 
he can add your item to the calendar. It's helpful to include the contact person and which parts 
of the building you expect to use. 
 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: In addition to our podcast, Shalom has a Youtube Channel.  This is an 
easy way to share the good news with church members past and present, visitors and 
newcomers, and even outsiders.  Check it out at youtube.com/@shalommennonite55.  
 
VIDEO RECORDINGS (MP4) of our Zoom worship services are available online. A link to the 
worship service recordings is on the Member’s page of our website. 
 

Journeying Together is a weekly email newsletter of Shalom Mennonite Church:  
6100 E 32nd St, 46226; (317) 549-0577 shalommennonite.com 

Pastors: Brian Bither, (317) 332-7320; Craig Oury, (301) 302-3181 
Vision & Accountability Team: Chair Nizeet Agular Deiter, Vice-Chair Andrew Martin 

Congregational Reps: Charity Bauman, Sam Bixler, Abri Hochstetler 
Pastoral Rep: Craig Oury 
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