Instructions
At this time, we will partake of communion together. If you haven’t done so already, we invite you to set out some bread or other food, as well as juice or some other drink, that they may serve as your elements during this ceremony. Although we still cannot be in the physical presence of each other, communion – even done virtually – reminds us that we are all in the presence of Christ, who binds us together as one spiritual body. Thus, we encourage you to change your Zoom settings to “grid view” if you haven’t done so already so that you can see the other members of this body, as we partake of the Lord’s supper together. 

Invitation 
Jesus sends his servants into the world with the message, "Come and eat at my table, for I have prepared a banquet for you." People will come from east and west and north and south to take their places at the feast of God.

All of us who have put our faith in Jesus – whatever our past, whatever our status, whatever our identity or nationality – all are invited to come to the table of abundance, drink the cup of repentance, and feast on the bread of forgiveness and life. 
Let us pray.

Prayer of Preparation:
Creator God, consecrate us. Prepare us for this holy feast by removing all envy and bitterness from our souls, and cleansing us with the power of your love. 

Son of God, nourish us. Fill us with the bread of life and the cup of atonement, and assure us that we are accepted as we are when we come to you in earnest faith.
Holy Spirit, renew us. As we come to this table yet again, give us hope, make us whole, and send us out anew.

In the name of the Triune God, we ask for your blessing on this service. Amen. 

Invocation
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Christ and his body are not dead, but alive. As we partake of this bread, may the life of Christ enter us, that we may become his body on earth. 

[Eat the bread and pause for 10-20 seconds]

In the same way, after the supper, Jesus took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

That new covenant is God’s promise, God’s oath, to remain in us as long as we remain in Christ. As we partake of this cup, may the blood that sealed that oath also seal our hearts and our salvation.

[Drink the cup and pause for 10-20 seconds]

Prayer of Thanksgiving:
God, you have once again met us at this table. You accept us as we are, and you help us become what we were meant to be. Now that we have eaten your bread and shared in your cup, we pray that Christ will be present with us and the Spirit will bind us together as Christ’s body in the world. Amen.

