
JOURNEYING TOGETHER 
 

Shalom Mennonite Church            January 4, 2023 
  
  

WORSHIP: Our relationship with God 
Chair: Brittany Bither 

 
Last Sunday (1/1), Craig brought the message from Matthew 2:13-23, After the joy of the birth of Jesus we're 
back to the difficult realities of life, tyrant rulers, death, and fear.  Showing the need for God with us 
 
This Sunday (1/8),. Sabrina will bring the message from Matthew 2:1-12 looking at the gifts from the Magi 
 
Next Sunday (1/15), Brian will bring the message. 
 
Pictures.  As our church family grows, we all want to be able to connect names with faces. We plan to make a 
bulletin board that has current pictures of everyone who attends regularly along with their names. On Sundays, 
you may find Jeanne Smucker asking you to pose for a picture to go on the new bulletin board. If you have a 
photograph that you prefer to use, please give it to her. Otherwise, smile and get your picture taken. Thanks. 
 

COMMUNITY LIFE: Relationships at Shalom 
Chair: Herb Troyer 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, January 8, 9:30 am worship, Sunday School following 

Pastor Craig will be on vacation from January 9 – January 15, please contact Pastor Brian for any needs that 
week, brian@shalommennonite.com Linda Showalter will be compiling next week’s Journeying Together, con-
tinue to send items to the office email.  office@shalommennonite.com  
 
Thursday, January 12, 6 pm Commission Chairs 

Tuesday, January 17, 7 pm Community Life Commission 

Wednesday, January 18, 5:30 pm Outreach Commission 
 
Monday, January 23 from 9a to 3p Brian’s Roving Office at Greenwood Panera, 789 US Highway 31 N, Green-
wood, IN 

Monday, January 30 from 9a to 3p Brian’s Roving Office at Fishers Panera Bread - 8510 E 96th Street, Fishers, 
IN 

Monday, February 6 from 9a to 3p - Brian's Roving Office at East Side Starbucks, 9605 E Washington St., Indi-
anapolis, IN  
 
Monday, February 13 from 9a to 3p - Brian’s Roving Office at Downtown Starbucks, 430 Massachusetts Ave., 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Thursday, February 16, 1 pm VAT 
 
Monday, February 27 from 9a to 3p - Brian’s Roving Office at Northwest Panera, 2902 W 86th St, Indianapolis, 
IN 

 
Bulletins are now attached with the Zoom link for those who are worshiping on Zoom.  There will continue to be 
a virtual zoom option available for those who will be at home or away.  A link will continue to be sent out each 
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week.  At this time, we will not be able to accommodate active participation from home.  If you have a prayer re-
quest or announcement you would like to share, there will be two options.  You can either email the office at of-
fice@shalommennonite.com or pastors@shalommennonite.com with the request by Saturday night and a pastor 
will share the request at church, or you may type your request live into the chat feature on zoom and some-
one on the tech team will read it to the congregation at church.  

 
Celebrations 
 
Thur, Jan 5 -- Zenebe Abebe 
Mon, Jan 9 -- Jim Showalter 
Wed, Jan 11 -- Phoenix Dunn 
 
 
 

DISCIPLING: Growing in our relationships 
Chair: Martha Yoder 

 
Children's Sunday School 
 
The second semester of Children's Sunday School will begin on January 8, 2023. A BIG Thank you to our teach-
ers from Fall and the teachers that will continue or being in January. 
 
 

OUTREACH: Relationships beyond Shalom 
Chair: Zenebe Abebe 

 
 

 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS DISCERNMENT TEAM 

Chair: Joyce Troyer 
 

 
 

Vision and Accountability Team 
Chair: Cheryl Martin 

 
 

Administration 
Chair: Mike Wigginton 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bulletin announcements should be sent to Linda Showalter at showalter@indy.rr.com by Thursday, 10 am. 
 
For those of us who have been attending Shalom for the past two years, we are aware of the  
Anti-Racsim Audit discussions. We are trying to put together a POC (People of Color) caucus to  
discuss Shalom’s Anti-Racsim Audit.   
  
If you identify with this group and are committed to building a team, then we want to hear from  
you. We have set a time & date for Sunday February 5, 2023 from 11-12, during the SS Hour.  
Your presence and participation is valuable to Shalom.  
We’ll fellowship together & later determine future meeting times going forward. If you are  
planning to join us;  
∙Bring a dish to share  
∙Coffee & hot cocoa will be provided  
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Any questions or concerns, please contact Barbara S. Abebe 559.341.4962 or  
CoraLyn Turentine 317.344.9812  
 
Partnership with Indiana AID renewed. At its last meeting, the VAT has reviewed the Memorandum of Under-
standing between Shalom and Indiana AID and concluded that Shalom will continue to serve as the fiscal spon-
sor for Indiana AID under the same terms in 2023. Feel free to direct any questions about this to Cheryl Martin, 
the VAT chair, at 1cmm@att.net.  
 
You’re invited! First Mennonite is hosting a reception with author Marshall V. King, who will present on his re-
cent book Disarmed: The Radical Life and Legacy of Michael “MJ” Sharp (2022). Sharp, a Mennonite, was killed 
along with his colleague in 2017 while on assignment as UN peacekeepers. The event will be held at First Men-
nonite on Saturday, January 14, at 7pm. Refreshments will be served. 

In addition to our podcast, Shalom has a YouTube channel, and many of our Zoom Sessions including the ser-
mons in the "Story of the Bible" sermon series and the "Facing Hard Questions" sessions - can be found there. 
This is an easy way to share the good news with church members past and present, visitors and newcomers, 
and even outsiders. Check it out at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEn30AED17Q_ReooskuxUXA! 

Video recordings (MP4) of our Zoom worship services are available online. A link to the worship service 
recordings is on the Member’s page of our website. 
  
Sam Bixler manages our church directory, email address list, and telephone numbers. You can email changes or 
additions to the office at office@shalommennonite.com  or bixlersc@gmail.com. 
 

Craig Oury compiles Journeying Together each week. You can continue to send information to 
office@shalommennonite.com  by 5 pm on Wednesday.  Craig is managing our Zoom calendar, church calendar, 
and uploads minutes on the church website.  If you need to schedule a meeting using the church zoom account 
or have minutes to upload, you can email the office at office@shalommennonite.com or 
craig@shalommennonite.com. 
 

Reflections for the Journey 
 

Thoughts on Isaiah 43 
 

Isaiah 43:5-7 
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you; 
 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
    and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 
 
 
God's people, the faithful, are in exile which means for them to be left unsupported by kin, neighbors, and the 
public worship of God. They are living a life with the loss of true community, where mutual love, unconditional 
support, and other characteristics of God are upheld and celebrated. In this sense, there are many of God's 
people today are very much in "exile" from our true home in God's reign.  the displacement, the multiple layers of 
loss -- loss of homeland, loss of temple, loss of neighbors and family members, loss of identity, and at times a 
loss of trust in God.  This very much is happening throughout the world today.  Refugees, exile, loss, loneliness, 
fear.  Isaiah 43 needs to be heard today and by us.   
 
The good news of the salvation oracle in Isaiah 43 is that God directly addresses this experience of exile. The 
heart of the good news comes smack in the middle of the lesson at verse 4, because you are precious in my 
sight, and honored, and I love you, 
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There are all sorts of things to be afraid of if you're in exile. How are people so thoroughly disenfranchised going 
to get home, even if Babylon's tyranny over them has been foiled by the likes of Cyrus? What literal and 
metaphorical water, rivers, fire and flames will the people have to pass through as God gathers them from north, 
south, east and west? What will they do in the ruined Jerusalem after they get back there?  These are some 
difficult questions and difficult things to overcome. 

Above all these fears is the fear that God has simply abandoned God’s people.  And when times are at the most 
difficult we may want to say that even God has left us. 

God says no to that conclusion. I created you. I have redeemed you. You are precious. I will gather you. 

God says to Israel, "You are precious in my eyes, you are honored, and I have loved you" -- Craig 
 
 
 
 

  
Journeying Together is a weekly email newsletter of Shalom Mennonite Church: 6100 E 32nd St, 46226; (317) 
549-0577 shalommennonite.com 
 
Pastors: Brian Bither, (317) 332-7320; Craig Oury, (301) 302-3181 

 
Vision & Accountability Team: Cheryl Martin, Carol Bixler, Frank Kandel, Grace Rhine, Mark Stocksdale 
Brian Bither, Craig Oury 
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